
   

 

NDC Enhancement through a Water Nexus 

Approach – Side Event at the 2023 UN Water 

Conference  

March 2023 

EVENT DETAILS 

Date and Time: 22 March 2023, 15:30-16:45 (EDT) 

Location: Conference Room 6, United Nations Headquarters, New York, NY, USA 

Hosts: The NDC Partnership, the Netherlands, and IFAD 

Languages English (availability of simultaneous interpretation to be confirmed) 

Format In-person 

Contact:  
Adrian.FloresAguilar@ndcpartnership.org  

Gerwin.deroy@ndcpartnership.org  

 

BACKGROUND 

The UN 2023 Water Conference will take place at UN Headquarters in New York, 22-24 March 2023, 
co-hosted by the Netherlands and Tajikistan. The conference aims to promote the vision that we all 
fundamentally understand, value, and manage water better and take concerted action to achieve the 
internationally agreed water-related goals and targets, including those in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.  
 
In its briefing to the United Nations General Assembly in February 2023, the Global Commission on 
the Economics of Water recognizes that: 
 

“A sustainable, just, and equitable water future requires higher levels of collective ambition. […] 
We must rethink how we value water. We have to incorporate the value of water systematically 
into decision-making, so it is used far more efficiently in every sector, more equitably in every 
population and more sustainably both locally and globally. […] We must step up efforts by the 
multilateral and regional financial institutions to mobilise private finance, complementing 
national efforts to invest in safe and resilient water systems and de-risk green and blue 
infrastructure, thereby supporting growth, sustainability, and equity.” 

 
Water management is core to achieving the SDGs, and it is a critical factor for achieving 

ambitious climate action. This is particularly illustrated through the water-food security-climate 

nexus.  
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The UN Water Conference presents an opportunity to strengthen this nexus approach through discourse 

and concrete action. The Netherlands is working through the NDC Partnership to mobilize a broad group 

of public and private stakeholders and civil society to scale policy, financial, and institutional solutions 

toward a holistic and integrated approach to water access and efficiency, climate action, and SDG 

implementation.  

 

Key areas of support being explored include: 

• Integrating water following a nexus approach (water-food security-climate) into the ambition-
raising cycle of NDCs and the design of Long-Term Low Carbon Development Strategies (LT-
LEDS). 

• Mainstreaming water nexus approach into the Public Financial Management (PFM) system with 
ministries of finance. 

• Guidance on project preparation for water adaptation and mitigation; and 

• Knowledge exchange to scale learning and best practices across governments and partners. 

EVENT OBJECTIVES 

This side event will: 
1. Raise awareness, especially among developing country stakeholders, of the social and 

economic benefits of the Water Nexus Approach  
2. Share best practices and successful examples of where countries’ NDC updates have seen 

raised ambition around water 

3. Explore where support to countries can be strengthened to ensure concrete action follows from 

the UN Water Conference as regards the Water Nexus Approach 

AGENDA 

Time Session Speaker Description 

10 
mins 

Opening 

• H.E. Ms. Liesje Schreinemacher, Minister for Foreign Trade and 

Development Cooperation, the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

• Dr. Emmanuel Rukundo, Director General, Rwanda Water 

Resources Board (NDC Partnership Co-chair) 

Welcome remarks 

15 
mins 

Presentation 
• Dr. Jyotsna Puri, Associate Vice President, Strategy and 

Knowledge, IFAD 

Presentation of 

Water Nexus 

Approach 

45 
mins 

High-Level 
Rapid-Fire 
Discussion 

Moderator: Dr. Pablo Vieira, Global Director, NDC Partnership 

• Hon. Calle Schlettwein, Minister of Agriculture, Water and Land 

Reform, the Republic of Namibia  

• H.E. Ms. Kitty van der Heijden, Director-General International 

Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands 

• Mr. Pablo Bereciartua, Chair at the Global Water Partnership 

(GWP) 

Rapid fire 

discussion: Two 

rounds of questions. 

Each panelist will be 

given 3 mins to 

answer each round 



5 
mins 

Closing • Dr. Pablo Vieira, Global Director, NDC Partnership 
Presentation of next 

steps 

ABOUT THE NDC PARTNERSHIP  

The NDC Partnership brings together more than 200 members, including more than 120 countries, 
developed and developing, and more than 80 institutions to create and deliver on ambitious climate 
action that helps achieve the Paris Agreement and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
Governments identify their NDC implementation priorities and the type of support that is needed to 
translate them into actionable policies and programs. Based on these requests, the membership offers 
a tailored package of expertise, technical assistance, and funding. This collaborative response 
provides developing countries with efficient access to a wide range of resources to adapt to and 
mitigate climate change and foster more equitable and sustainable development.    
 

ABOUT IFAD   

IFAD invests in rural people, empowering them to reduce poverty, increase food security, improve 
nutrition and strengthen resilience. Since 1978, we have provided US$23.2 billion in grants and low-
interest loans to projects that have reached an estimated 518 million people. IFAD is an international 
financial institution and a United Nations specialized agency based in Rome – the United Nations food 
and agriculture hub. 
 


